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CThis 5ein‘g writ in the - year 1823 N.C. a[[ bail ber
Imperial Ma esty Galy [aenty protector, mentor and
mother. 552 #hose beauty e o e e
frovic{es sanctuary.



1¢ should never be fresumec[ that somefﬁmg so0 embedded gnd
est‘aﬁ ed within a ¢ ture, Eseemingly known é/ all, is
f Enown at a it u aAssum t‘wns such™as tﬁesc
tﬁat cause the many to a in line with their own conspiracy
novance am[ e, baving  falsel feqyetmted' such an
ou ard facade of knowledge, b o  acutely embarrassed
should .e)/ée eshonec[ at no questioning tself ever
ames, as all are mttégﬁf u in the dssum t‘wn ere ave
g exam fes o 1S rou%ﬁout many cu[fures, wﬁm
1ess 5ecome5 a means which uftmm es the
mtemt gf none but mamtams ¢ mteres o a . S0 we
should riot be too judsemental regarding our umom rmgy
for this condition is most deft mé et by a’si
culture within the e am.fe of Ki :{oms am[ Empires which
mcom ass our [iy[ but almost 4 nm‘g characteristic that
we sh m with all our brothers and sisters” And if we are to
fearn an t‘ﬁmg jrom it, it should be to [augE at ourselves,
for, as it is sard “in [augl;ter does [mmmg fie’,

So, a[tﬁou b it may seem [Z‘o some, many, or a[[ a rather
redundan venturz, 1 sha ss set out the rules gf Dual
so that, for those wﬁo [we in e shadow of assumptions,
5ome i fﬂﬂ f ose owever, and it is agsume

that it is bl who a[rem{ now of such intrinsica,
Jomiliar matters, may _you accept my bumble apologies for
[ecttmn‘g the wise,

Hemual D’al Mur 1823 N.C.






The c{ressing of the board - the inifial f[a er 3

mfcy who are fi rst mnéed' initiates the turning gf the tiles

the se Cfl of the first 16 pieces. Starti with a [gf
iece, a.c is customary, and then a

se[ectwn untz tﬁe ‘gacm[ bexThef ore them is fi e:{ Wté eac5

Gile extu‘z sign and placed in sequence as the shadow

gf ) nomon maves wn‘ﬁ the sun, and as t%u e sun itself blossoms

witn an exfanswn from nney fo outer.

Upon comf[etwn, should the [esser ranked wish to gyfa the set

en the 5oom[ t.s’ fumec[ (or the 4l ers def er to each other their
own seati e rst Yanke refmfs e frocess agmn I
1ot then [mer 58 ins the frocess until the ﬁna[ four tiles
on[)/ remain unc[mme;{

f'.l.'Be.fe [ast  four a[e.f are slected one at a time 6/ each f[a er,
12 em upon the mill Lines of their opporient (tﬁose that
1e o a ers et) am wi custom wtatmg that the
shortest .a _t( e ﬁ 5 resente mwm[ acmg, and that
the selection should 58 o [eft then ng ht.

Finally the 5ex counters are taken - 9 by each (thoush if an

'g d match, where ranking is obsevved, 2 counters are
removec{  for e ] e S 5’@5& and [owest
rank, from the first vanked).

For each f[@fen oll bue 1 counter is fg[am{ in the [eft bowl

wu‘5 tﬁe remammg counter f[ace in fhe n‘g t

The game is now rem[] to 5egm



CThe se
of tile selection

-
st
L
A typical set up
| - fiote there is no
» re irement jor
% of the dles to
: mm‘c at an

o 2l 12 } c ;o.t;ttﬁroug out



CThe intricacies of play :

CThere bas a[wa s been some discussion in terms of the
az[wmt ¢ or zﬁsmfvant df gﬁm‘ [a Leac[m to the
;{tstmctwn etween the Ordis in conventwn CThe
ordish in that the [a er of lesser rank fezZarms forst pla

whilst for the Xin fﬁe ayer of rmter fank does so*, CThe
tﬁtr d form which mom elieve fo Ee sufemr is that the [esser
rank is jéwen the optio oé n a m‘ [gys ould 69/ wish but may

er

insist upon e gomg rst

In m.t)/ [g)/ Jrve fum wztﬁ oever plays first
tﬁe ﬁ fiearest to ﬁem (which wi a[wa 2 5{
d tile) ypon their mill Cines (the Lines to fﬁm n‘gEt) am{

Peg‘ormm‘g fﬁe necessary froce wres.

CThe aim of the game ;

'foo comf[ete a ful:[y connected Hex16 5gfore one’s offonent
es.

Basic movement :

1’[?)’ frocm& in tums and always rgmres the Pfa er fo jncé

up aird place into their tt[e Se arest tile £ tﬁemse[ves

from /n fines on their right. This necessitates the

reé 6ement of at Least one tile, an, tﬁe  final removal of 4 6ile
whic

is then f[acec{ on the tile slide to the [eft of the Player.
*1¢ bas feen npted tﬁat is convention ; z)/s £xc twna[é/ zve[[ into di é:[omfzc_y as

when the trade :ﬂml} of House Mari ined
Xin, for there is never g need to es 5efwem f[gym a f5m efore no
requirement for a stand off over who is to go  first
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i/Here the tile faflrgﬁt is afien, reg_ ing the [e e
the bex :{esi‘gn which is suﬁsegm’n _}i[:rmove:{ and f[acaf into the

ofzonmt’s wibl Lines.



A[fﬁou b the perf. tfe y /mce 0 suc5 a basic move may not rml:éf
warmm‘ it it is s6 n.nd'em{ ood eﬁﬂuette to Wace dowr a
5ex counter to ngn&fy tﬁe tile’s movemmt

A[fﬁoué[ﬁ it bas afre been noted, it is em fﬁcmsec[ again that
swagped in tiles do OT bave to match/connect with their
neighbours

f‘IEe tile fﬁat ts wEec{ up from the mt[[ fines on the Player’s
1ig tMUST f[aced' info the Hex16 ttg[z It CANNOT
5e .mn moved, across from the right mill lines to the [eft
ones un ss payment is made (see’l:‘?g ¢ of Counters).

Left-handed tiles MUST e [ace %ﬁ 5and'a{ tt[es and n‘gét
banded Gles MUST ref[ace rig be-hande

Mu[af[e ref[acementf, bnown as cascades can occur.

In theory, @ m.ccmfe could by otzforever, even, thoush there are
only 4 ity 8/9 fes being manipulated, therefore a

mnflfe rule is introduced:
A tile may only be moved once Jurirg a single turn.

thus counters are therefore introduced so that it is clear which
tiles have been swaffec{ Juring that turn.



Herg, Player 2 bas performed a cascade of 3. Note the use
of bex Tounters to stgn'tb/ which €iles bave been moved.



Use gf counters :

once a file is ef[aced' a counter is f[aced' in & counter space

next to that Gle’s position (a black fex).

In tﬁe on[ 8 counters sh f;{ be re tm[ but in proctice
mc5 P ayer st‘arts conventwna

At the beginning of the qame, eacﬁ P[a er places o single
counter f;; the gfa@e m“gfe section fo h ‘yarf bt and ‘35
remaining 8 countets in the [mge circle section o their [eft.

Pl commmces as described and for each tile re [acemmt, tﬁe

DPlayer wose turn it tsﬁf eS a4 counter t to th

%emenf tile position un [ t‘5 bave move;f a a[es tﬁaf
ey wish OR unh[ tﬁfy bave no counters remammg

A Pfa er who is p [@4114}4 l’[gft banded l‘t[E, may ONLY

Yemove counter.f from th anded circle

A Pfgyer who is f[a bt Eamfe:{ t‘t[e may ONLY
remove counters rom f6e ngﬁt anded circle

At the end of P[a er’s turn, any counters that are s6ill in
e circle corres ﬁ ng to the P[gyers turn are transferred to
the %Oﬁfe cive

At t‘ﬁe end of a Player’s turn, an counters that bave been

h); now_placed avound the “Player’s Hex space) are
veFurned fo fﬁe circle that tﬁy came fr)o/m

REMEMBER., A Player can on _y ref[ace e tife if t5 bave
a counter £ f[ace next to the tile Space. Therefore the num5er



Eécountm @ P[gyer can play determines the number of 6les

at th ey can move that turs,

With time and experience a f[a erwill 5€gm to understand
bow szortant itis to mamfu[ate their counters.

De em{mg upon di velative shille Levels o tﬁe fayers,
different nuribers of counters can be allocated to eac ayer
at the start of the ‘game

As stated above a ayer at the 5 fmmg 0 tﬁew turn must
f[a the nearest tt rom their mill Lines tnto tEm' hex gmf
owever for a, paym em‘ o one counter rom the active’s
4 f[gyer e cﬁoose 1ot o do tEu z”:[ [ tng‘er te 6l
d’trect_[y across to the %onmts mibl [ine ﬁe:f 1f doing this the

ent is d info the LEFT HANDED
CEN TRIANGLE SPACE tgre[mw to the layer)
and cannot be utilised again c{tmng is game.

A‘ﬁfu‘wm[[ if making this tmtm[ ent, should a [a er
wish to th swafg any tiles of a?%:: c oosing (ettéer
Eamfec{ or am{ed) or an ttwnu counter @ em‘
When swa cotmters are utilised as normal m at
m faced &0 c{u:ate which tile bas been moved but at the e

e furn are removed from the bex ngmm and
P[acec[ b r fgf%amfed' centra tmngfe space.

Note should it occur that a [gyers turn starts with no
counters fresmt‘ in tEe turn's corresfom{mg circle tﬁm tﬁe
game is forfeit.



WINNING THE GAME :

A.s sk fn{ rekus[ in the aims, to win a f ey need} ) 5ave
connect‘e Hex16. Once 4 f[a syt [wves at th
5owe acﬁwvec{ is then fﬁgf simply fus their Gile fu.’ces

t‘ogetﬁer

£ the peces form a ugy connected Hex16 then th fﬁg are
c[mc{ the winner, if they do not, then tﬁy orfeit e game
to their «ﬁonenf

Tiles may be fusﬁed’ togetﬁer at any time.

Additional Notes on House League Variance :

It sEou[:{ be vecognised that the tmd’mona[ ame - that which
st een oué - is not the on o way m w bich Duaf is
%e . Within 1'ab Ga Noor and Im erial House Le
Ki t[ different variant is f@/e‘{ wherely the med'zm ve
turn asecf ogtession o the qam favoured by the Xin is not
observed, tistead two timers of 5 tournes each are mtroc{ucec{
one for each fa er afong a 30 second timer. Pl ay occu
ﬁmu[taneous[ t6 om oEservm rgferee to ensure that a[([
moves are [e mme out. Bo tmzm m .ftcm‘e;[ af the
e mmng am[ once € cr er bas ms ecf their
mu‘m move, [ur tﬁm‘ Gimer on i m{e and turn the 30
second one. e other fé ayer now Eas 30 seconds in which to
finish their move - y( do not then they forfeit a counter
“from their active cm[e Once the other ayer finishes their
move then t59/ too [gy their timer on its Side, counters are



A winning band...



mova[ accon{t m{ then t6e timers start again. Should a
rs tmzer em then agam a countey from the
ve circle is o ette omd' assimin ave further
counters, the timier is fust ﬂ%ﬂt{ and fggy confinues.

f'.[ﬁu timer based affroacé ensures a maxmzum time Gimit for
ame act[tmtng 4 [mge number o ague matches ¢ be
f e held within a season, Onl semt;ﬁnaf and _ﬁrm[
are ablowed to be played without & time limit, tﬁou‘gﬁ fimers
are still utilised in mfect that once o vl e:gﬁmsﬁes their
turn, the osing f ér must finish theirswithin 30 seconds
else tﬁ-e)f forfeit a counfer

It is mt‘ercstmé to note the 5y cﬁo[ogawa[ di rem:e and

Pressures exerte ;fue fo time [muts 0 f ay and bhow e game
alters in {ty

of furtﬁer not‘e once a [a er ttmcs out amc[ bas no counters
to play om:n whatever tiles are eft

on téew mi [mes wu‘ﬁout‘ am me constraint. Points are

m awarded for the number gf connected tiles, with an
remaining counters for the” non-fimed out opponént
contribu ad;{ttwna[ 2 omts to their total, CThe winner
is then the [a er with the mos tfomtf 1t is, therefore, fomﬂe
& in rare arcumstances to obtain a strate ic/ tactical thoD»
over an opponent 6/ deliberatel: Ly timing au‘g



A Master’s Guidance 6» X’i Ma W ’en

- a4 new translation and commentary 6/ Hemual D’al Mur -
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Bewildered by complexity, grasping at shadows and chasing countless forms,
the untrained mind loses itself Saltering at every branch,
seeing on_[y the many and not the one.

Confronted by another, the untrained mind misplaces its foous
ignoring its own brue nature as the essence of its strugyle.
And thus, when .ftr:}g first emerges, it is to impede this perceived opponent.
CThen, in understa g this futifi_ty, it seeks to obfuscate its own intentions,
only to lose itself in its own machinations.

CThis art is not  battle of moves.

only when [ost does the untrained mind rvealise
the reﬂuiremmts gf tmining.

CTbe initiate sechs simplicity, but where is this to be found?
CThe initiate seeks certainty, but bow can this be attained?
CThe inifiate secks the alisence of an oppoent but wherein should their focus [ie?

Ever present, alz simufmneous_[y there, and each its own centre,
the shifting tiles, & carousel of form and structure.

CThe master secks efficiency, & caleulated maintenance of balance.
Self, ferceivet[ solution, and mind are one.



A note on X't Ma W'en :

X’i Ma W 'en is an almost nfytﬁw ﬁ ure in the annals of
the Xin, but most definitely d veal mon (ctrca 808 904
N.C.) who did much ¢ m uence estu of Dual -
Enown as Min T 4 m bis mﬁve cu[ture 1F was said that be
was & warriot, born of 4 normal mm[ wﬁo rose rougﬁ
the ranks of the Xin army. Noted for his mve

articular for bis cam{uct c{urm a sk mms wi .come
westerly tribe on the 501'&1‘5 of et e
ffen te, 4 reqion amous or ifs plains and wild borses.
Subse tfg b he was given a osition gf [md'ersﬁgf as
mfta 0 cm outpost at Xar. It was 5ere, with time on bis
bands, that be beqan bis sfm{j of Min T’a in earnest.
Refired, ot the noble age of 85, he re[ocateJ to the cgu‘af
Momcfur, where he se u%e Ma }?( en .55500[ gf inT’a

confinued to teach students well yntil bis nineties, 1¢

was said that bis énaw[e e and JM? S were unsmfamﬁ[e
and i m mm.t)/ games won m one or t‘wa turns and at ames
wouldn’t even, start a qame but mere mm’ at the board,
shake bis head, cﬁucﬂ(g fo bimsel, am{ walk away. CThere
are many accounts of X'i Ma W ‘en feg‘ormmg Strange acts
which may be described as magyckal in nature am{ als0 of
bis sfut{mts 5owm mémfer{ ome of bis abilities but, as
said, be was a m ure and these types o éf%f
unsuﬁstanmtec[ ?y fes are o " attnb'ute e most
famous tale is a bim c % his am{.c t‘wu:e in succession
For bis students to .fmm{ whet be entered a room. On one
such oceasion it is said that several new students, who bad
been sent fram rich _famt[tes, refused to stam[  for an ofd man
tﬁfy considered their lesser, w ereupon X'i Ma W 'en



(angbed, clapped 5t5 bands once more and, as a 5tem
[?g loded in the street t.m{e as 1 Jummone%
said “Must 1 kil one of you to ‘gam the re{pect qf
tﬁe otﬁm [et me not bave to & fy aud [ your ignorance

agmn

Ofﬁy instances of such c{emonstmtwm gf 5u&fm owcrs are
well documented and recoy, 1 be foun
numerous texts so we 55alf tt{wef uéon them b ere
However, of note, in terms o r&f this n.zys al asfect‘ it was sau{
that be was a proponent o W  and spoke o

mystical aspect JF reali am{ i€ 5e[wve tom 515 most
closest students secret 5mgs re‘gcmft D activate these
owers within oneself. CThis beirig said, tﬁere is no evidence
of active [meage present today and if the stories are to
elieved then whatever esote¥ic powers that Xi Ma W 'en
bad access to bave ultimatel % evafomtec[

Commmtazy 2

starts wpon the dualist’s vath that there aré definite stages qf
progression that one experiences with this un, aéing

1¢ shoulid be observed and will be observed b/ %ét)/me who

ffmt‘_[y it is not some ar[our en, rmmment as such
(a[tﬁou b it can be) iri tﬁm‘ to Zf understand and [gy it
e WES commttmenf and sty lyts nat or idle remn that
u‘ is considered a HECESSATY en deavour by 5 im erm
iﬁofd} each 50[:[1 am earnest Eelfuz that to [of one’s
this arena is a ;{eve one’s mind in t5e SR1 [
regmmf  for the commitments gf each House.



It is veqard to these ﬂrst exfemnces that we Wt[[
inifially tuin to X'i Ma W eri’s t‘ufe[age and discuss,

Bewildered by com [ext rasping ot shadows and cﬁmn‘g countless f_£'orm.<,
the untrained mind loses u‘.«:{ a[ferm‘g at every branch, , seeing on_[)/ ¢ many
and nof the one,

A sm‘g[e tile selected and staved at is the fi m‘ mema most
Jua[m‘s ave Wﬁm‘ is this? W. at stm what? ?
CThe com gglf fy is utter[y affmnt Yons fﬁy 5e mm
Experiens decision ﬁf;amt eéresents om @ most
in mt‘e 5mnc5t g ossibilities and therefore there appears
to be no correct?e ision and indeed the multiplici #
tions can cause one to falter almost imme tately. Note
eve the focus for the absolute beginner is d'trect_[y upon their
own domain, A?Dl notion o opﬁgmmt bas instantly vanished

Zn:t[:{ tﬁfy are ovérwhelmed sins % fy the camf[extgf at
and.

It‘ 15 not smfmm tﬁm’ ore that when t‘mmt a dualist

the bouses bave adopted the s system of utils m 736 ame gf
Hex16 fo amt[mme tﬁar noviciates with 35[ Lo and
one can see in the ward cards that are used, a.f a4 means gf
tmtmﬂng the Jame, the relationship to Dua[ both in their
desion and function. With some experience, i famz[tm
with the iles, there is af Least some Je‘gm of focus in terms
of o finalised aim - to complete & Hex16 - and from
Hex16 itself, an understanding of the importance of
;{eve[ofmg ¢ centre and m{mg a balance with the central
connettions and the number of 4vailable short-cdged
connectors.



wWith this awareness, a sin [e strate usua[[ emerqes in
that tﬁe er seeés to o amse their files, sbap in toat
which amves and attem gto maintain am mcmm [
connected domain. Am{ is is an em‘n'e obvious cm ife
mt‘wna[ mu[ is sim éftsttc rocess one or g::
other tﬁmgs will m{ua preser themselves on the

perip e fgfa er’s awmness fftrst_t}/ that a
constd'emaon 6{ urtﬁest tile from f[a whon tﬁeir mill
fines is acfua tter point of focus éz
1mmer[mte[ f en m{ua one wtf[
beqin to consufer m‘ eir opponent is doi amf Eegm to

ascertain fotenha what it ts their ofﬁonmt reﬂmres

(cwumm % onent is ; ¢ same strate

cour? amf coygsidér what 6l¢s wé&n one’s own mam
fotentm make (ife difficult for them.

And thus, when met@/  first emerges, i is to imfec{e this ferceived' opponent.

I¢ is af this juncture t%f the thou, tgft will usua[[ ame that

this is not @ Jame at as lf will be never en ", that
there is a aw in f5e Sign r can see fﬁm'
onent’s tiles and see fb‘g onen attemftf to construct
& Connected domain omc{ all 6ilzs are visible, ‘then one cou[;[
stmf[y sit and deliberately feed one’s opponent iles tﬁat f?/
cantiot possibly use to win. i.e. gnorm om:s own aims
facus can % entm‘[y onfo evcnﬁng one’s ogonent rom
winping. Ihis is of Course true and is the first veal step in

unders am{mg stratgy:



“Gf all tiles, choices and movements are visible then one must bide one’s intentions and
1o truer @ statement can be am[m{ to the fnnaf[es of warfare.”

gf course there m mm.ty treatises on c{uafmg st‘mt‘egws not
st Xi Ma Wen’s and the above is o fambus liné taken
From General Morim T ahC’s famous book Siege 6/
Moon[tg&

S0 wu‘5 a suitably re ectwe mind, one will come t seview
one’s initial st‘m‘g Wi el il [é{ve the w:[ an
tenacity, emtoéu j [zasﬁt setgfmmc{
wheré one attempts t‘o o[c{ together ong’s aim, omd’ choices
to fulfil that aim, without exp teitl ?[‘ owing one’s opponent
to understand exact_[y what one 15%

CThen, in und'em‘amﬁng this futt;'y, it seeks to 05 Uscate its own intentions,

on_fy to lose itselfin its own machinations.

X’i Ma W ms outlook su rls ;; the issue, CThis is [
easy fatﬁ to take and initially dt least, tﬁe tgyer w:?
themselyes coms [ete_l}/ ;ﬁsomnte:{ and lost wifh re om{ b
wﬁm‘ they are doi ey were fgfm to ac wve It
is only at this point tﬁaf one ma rmﬁse sub 9/ 0
Dudl and Eegm to perceive it as @ true art form:

CThis art is not 4 battle of moves.

Am{ 50, 5avm? veached the t5re560ﬁ[ of initiation into the art
arm One Musi as£ to frocee w at are tﬁe regmremenfs to
tmmmg? To w u:5 X't Ma W'en’s ref by would be:

Stmf[mbl, Certam‘g/ & Focus.



CThe inifiate secks simplicity, but where is this to be found?
CThe inifiate secks certainty, but bow can this be attained?
CThe initiate secks the abisence of an opponent, but wherein should their focus [ie?

His guswer to these aﬁ“"“"”‘ is ‘4?5[ by esoteric 5ut some
Sma, amotmt o redsonin. ot [east enouy ms:gét
info unfu: mg tﬁe Enotte meommg 0 515 mfonse

Ever present, a[[ ﬁmu[mneou{[y there, and each its own centre,
the sﬁgfang tiles, a carovisel of form and structure.

Retum to our first insight: that of the im sportgnce gf
@ centre amcitg m[mg 4 5ahnce wu‘5 the Tiles that
uh[m at cmtre If scetms that X’i Ma W en asks one to
ignore the ”m(e structure of.the board and sim _l}f
con.nd'er a e as the cmm’, [ stmu[faneou.c[ csent
and sim _y observe as each rotates th rou % aroun f
board. wou[:{ urther seem tﬁat vig a cons mt‘wn of A
as form an st‘mcfure cﬁcm e, it is within this ¢ a
dance that one must perceive the holistic solution. Now one
ma yf at l.f 1o arﬂcu[ar[ when one realises that
Ere is no further u iven 5')1: via consideration the
very fact m‘ this has 5em id before ou as a1 ideal, and
sametﬁm it wou[:[ seems the Xi Ma Wen bad bimse
achieved'is a qift in ttfeff For is this not as fﬁgf say tne
forst tasting?

One may taste the 6 bt of the mountain when the c[ouc[: bave cleared: the first

step in perceiving om’s oal, Eve subse enfs [fe Summit 5117135 a Fruer

unders mu{mg of what afﬁngﬁt reably means.



Havm af [mst g ovided us with the view of the summit,
o W 'en Teaves us with bis final u m‘anding

Self, ferceive;{ solution, and mind are one.

We must tﬁm assume that this i u tﬁe vww  from the summit.
we 6ave en the 5§gmm and end of the path. X’i Ma
W 'en bas d us w’g' the view am{ e direction of
travel, How we acﬁwve this be bas Left up to ourselves.









